3O2                 Prieur of the Cote-d Or.              [CHAP.

the only son of a receiver-general of the taxes at Auxonne,
where he was born on December 22,1763, and he was therefore
not quite thirty, and Cariiot's junior by ten years, when he
was elected a member of the Great Committee He was
educated at the Military College at Mezieres, from which lie
entered the Royal Engineers in 178-4, and he may have made
Garnet's acquaintance during his period of military service.
He was a man of great aptitude for scientific inquiry and
well versed in chemistry, and he first made his name known
by publishing, in 1790, a Memoire sur la necessite et les
wioyens de rendre umformes dans le Hoyaume toutes les
mesures d'ekendiie et de profondeiir, which was mentioned
with praise by the Marquis de Bonnay in the tribune of the
Constituent Assembly. This memoir, his reputation as a man
of science, and his father's wealth, caused his election to the
Legislative Assembly by the department of the C&te-d'Or in
1791. In that assembly he spoke seldom, but proved a hard-
working member in the Military Committee, and he consistently
voted with the extreme left, following m all things the counsels
of his great friend, the chemist Guyton-Morveau He was
elected to the Convention by his department as third deputy,
next to Basire and Guyton-Morveau, and filled much the same
position that he did in the Legislative, and enjoyed the same
sort of reputation. His ari est m Normandy,1 when on mission
there during the brief period of the ascendancy of the escaped
Girondins, brought his name prominently forward, and he was
in August requested by the other members to join the Com-
mittee of Public Safety. There is a story extant, which seems
to rest on good foundation, that Prienr of the Cote-d'Or was
offered the sole superintendence of military affairs in the Great
Committee, and that it was he who, feeling himself unequal to
such a work, suggested Carnot as his colleague.2 Anyhow he
was the most efficient coadjutor Carnot could have had, for
he interfered but little with the actual management of the

1  Vol 11 pp. 272, 275

2  See tlie article on Pneur-Duvernois in the Bioyraphie liable (Paris ;
183G), evidently written "by an acquaintance.